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actually save tutors any time, as the 
underlying message seems to 
indicate. Busy tutors, if they want to 
make a good job of empowering school 
governors, will need to be asked to 
give much of their own time in 
preparation, updating and session 
planning. Although this pack will help, 
| feel it can only work well if it is used 
as the basis for tutor training sessions 
— another big commitment for the busy 
tutor — and with continuous support 
from the local governor training co- 
ordinator. More thought will need to be 
paid to the vital question: what do 
governors need to know? | am not 
convinced this pack has got the 
answers right to this question, even 
though | accept that purchasers will 
benefit from the pack’s concentration 
on the answer to the equally important 
question of ‘How do | get them to know 
it?’ Subjecting governors to such 
tightly prescribed sessions seems to 
fly in the face of the very good adult 
education practice which the pack’s 
author favours and champions: liberal 
adult education. Good governor 
training should seek to empower 
governors, not merely subject them to 
a table d’héte menu of skills 
acquisition. Starting from the needs 
and interests of governors enrolled for 
a course would mean that much of the 
useful material in this pack would be 
irrelevant to many governors, whose 
own agenda, | suspect, would have 
moved on from many of the suggested 
activities associated with 
‘Understanding the ’88 Act’. 

As a result of undergoing ‘training’ 
through this pack, governors will not 
understand the 1988 Education 
Reform Act. They will have an 
understanding of parts of it and they 
will definitely need further follow-up 
courses in which nitty-gritty issues 
associated with LMS — premises 
issues, staffing delegation and all the 
implications of Section 222 of the 
1988 Education Reform Act — are 
discussed. | hope that Jill Liddington 
and her team, supported by AGIT, will 
work on such a pack, giving a good 
range of material and ideas, but not 
spoonfeeding us with every last 
mouthful: this can only lead to 
indigestion. 


Terry Mahoney County Co-ordinator 
for Governor Training, Hertfordshire 


Vocational Education and the 
Challenge of Europe. Edited by Peter 
Funnell and Dave Muller. Kogan Page, 
1991, hardback, £25.00. 


The subject of this book is exciting and 
at the forefront of new developments 
in education and training. The scene is 
well set with Peter Luff’s clear 
exposition of the rationale behind both 
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the Single European Market and the 
concept of a uniting Europe: ‘The 
biggest problem facing the British ... is 
that they still think of Europe as being 
somewhere else.’ Colin Hancock 
continues the clarity, and gently makes 
the point that the SEM comes into 
effect at the beginning of 1993. 

Unfortunately, the unsigned 
sections of the book (presumably the 
work of the editors) are not able to 
sustain this high level of clarity and the 
book begins to read like a learned 
treatise rather than a challenge to 
action. This is a failure of style and not 
content, which therefore may not 
concern Funnell and Muller. It does 
raise the question of the purpose of 
the book. The layout suggests that it is 
a call to action. The scene is set in Part 
|. Part Il claims to offer a ‘co-ordinated 
framework’ for a response. In Part Ill, 
we are offered five case studies, which 
| see as examples of ‘good practice’, 
and the final part looks to 2002. 
However, the call never seems to be 
issued, even though the final page is 
strong on exhortation. | was reminded 
of interviews for jobs where the waiting 
candidates say how important a topic 
would be but keep the salient facts a 
secret. 

The editors have a position to 
defend but do not appear to take 
seriously others who have already 
written in this field. Reference is made 
to Amin Rajan’s books, but his analysis 
of economic development and its 
effects on education and training 
cannot be set aside with ‘... there is 
uncertainty about the implications of 


the Single European Market ...’. If this 
book is based on the series of 
conferences referred to in the 
acknowledgements, such references 
are unnecessary. If it is an academic 
statement to the vocational education 
world, it requires much more serious 
consideration of the issues of 
economic development, the structure 
of vocational educational provision in 
EC member states and of the ways in 
which change may be achieved. 
Exhortations to entrepreneurship 
suggest that other runners might join 
the race from behind. 

There are some important 
omissions from this book. The first is 
FORCE (Formation Continue en 
Europe), the new programme from the 
EC which is directly concerned with 
ensuring that the Community has a 
well trained workforce. The Council 
decision to set this up was taken in the 
Spring of 1990 while the series of 
conferences upon which the book is 
based was taking place. A further 
omission concerns that series of 
conferences. The editors acknowledge 
‘those who contributed’ to the series 
and claim that it was organised by 
Suffolk College. The College was a 
partner with NIACE REPLAN, which 
made a major financial contribution as 
well as supplying databases and 
considerable human resources. NIACE 
REPLAN raised very similar concerns 
about the conferences to those | am 
now raising about the book — a major 
challenge but an opportunity missed. 


Peter Coates NIACE REPLAN. 
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